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Cuban exile politics has taken several sudden turns since the death last November of its most
prominent leader Jorge Mas Canosa, founder and director of the Cuban American National
Foundation (CANF). After a period of fumbling, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) probes, and
charges of having financed terrorism, the new CANF leadership appears to have recovered some of
its clout. Hard-liners under investigation In October 1997, evidence surfaced that two CANF officials
were involved in an ill-fated attempt to assassinate President Fidel Castro (see NotiCen, 12/11/97).
US Coast Guard officers detained the launch La Esperanza off Puerto Rico after they found highpowered sniper rifles on board. One of the four crew members said the purpose of the voyage
was to kill Castro as he attended the Ibero-American Summit at Margarita Island, Venezuela.
Further investigation showed the boat was owned by Jose Antonio Llama, a member of CANF's
executive committee, and one of the rifles was traced to CANF director Francisco Hernandez.
Federal authorities informed both Llama and Hernandez that they were under investigation.
In March, federal prosecutors in Puerto Rico began an investigation of the Miami bank account
belonging to one of the four men found aboard La Esperanza to see if deposits made to the account
had financed the trip. The defendants are free on bond and the only charges against them so far are
making false statements and weapons smuggling. A charge of conspiracy to commit murder was
dropped. However, federal authorities say they may reinstate it and expand indictments to include
others.
The attorney for one of the defendants said that, if his client is tried on murder charges, he will
attack the US government's credibility by arguing that "for 30 years they tried to kill Castro, and
now they say others can't do the very same thing they were doing." That kind of defense could
reflect badly on CANF officials if any are indicted. Ernest Preeg of the conservative think tank
Center for Strategic and International Studies said the Esperanza case hurt CANF's credibility.
"With these stories out, it's a lot harder to get to the White House as Jorge Mas Canosa used to do."
The Esperanza affair, combined with CANF's statement condoning the 1997 bombing of Cuban
tourist sites, and strategy disagreements between CANF and some of its major political supporters
in Congress, suggested that the organization had lost momentum. Congressional sources began
reporting that CANF was contributing less money to its allies on Capitol Hill.

Moderates emerge as hard-liners lose ground
After Mas Canosa's death and Pope John Paul II's visit to Cuba in January, many observers were
suggesting CANF's unrelenting antagonism to the Cuban regime might be losing favor in the exile
community, particularly among young people. The Miami Herald reported in July that Cubans from
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several Florida cities have joined the Florida State Council of Americans for Humanitarian Trade
with Cuba, headed by Elena Freyre. "Our group agrees we cannot support a policy carried out in our
name which contributes to the suffering of children, the elderly and the sick in Cuba," said Freyre.
The Florida group is part of a national organization backed by the US Chamber of Commerce. It has
a broad-based membership and chapters in 18 states. The main goal of the organization is to change
US embargo laws to permit trade with Cuba in food and medicines.
The Florida chapter is trying to get representation on Governor Lawton Chiles's Cuba Task Force to
counter hard-line influence at the state level. "It's time that people who think a little bit differently
get a seat on the table," said Freyre. Terrorist claims he was financed by CANF In July, a series of
articles in The New York Times energized CANF to take vigorous action. The articles centered on
an interview with Luis Posada, who for decades has been involved in covert operations against
the Cuban government and in assassination attempts against President Castro. He was trained to
take part in the 1961 Bay of Pigs invasion, later served in the US Army, and still later was a CIA
operative. Posada told the Times that, in 1985, while serving time in a Venezuelan prison for the 1976
destruction of a Cuban civilian airliner, he escaped to El Salvador with Mas Canosa's help.
In El Salvador, Posada joined Lt. Col. Oliver North's clandestine efforts to supply the US-backed
contra forces in Nicaragua. Posada told the Times that Mas Canosa and CANF were aware of his
activities and had been financing them with US$200,000 during the past decade. "Jorge controlled
everything," Posada said. "Whenever I needed money, he said to give me $5,000, give me $10,000,
give me $15,000, and they sent it to me." He said CANF also backed the bombing campaign Posada
organized in 1997 against Cuban tourist hotels and restaurants to discourage foreigners from visiting
the island (see NotiCen, 06/12/97).
In a separate investigation, The Miami Herald reported that Alberto Hernandez and other CANF
officers had given Posada money in the 1990s for living expenses. The Herald obtained copies of
a fax sent by Posada from El Salvador to operatives in Guatemala in which he confirms that four
payments of US$800 each were wired from New Jersey to finance the hotel bombings. Posada said
he agreed to the Times interview in part because he wanted to help reinvigorate the waning CANF
and the anti-Castro cause in the US. "Right now is a bad time. Too many years. Everybody is very
old," said Posada, who is 70.

Interview triggers denials, accusation against Times
The day after publication of the last article in the Times series, Posada issued a taped denial that he
had ever received money from CANF and said the reporters had erred in saying so. The video tape
was played at a July 13 news conference during which Mas Canosa's son, Jorge Mas Santos, denied
that CANF had ever financed violent attacks on Cuba and denied his father ever had a relationship
with Posada.
The foundation sent a letter to the Times demanding a retraction of the charges implicit in the
interview. "There is absolutely no truth to the allegations in that story," said Mas Santos. CANF
also issued a formal statement that said, "These latest malicious allegations which echo those made
only days earlier by Cuban dictator Fidel Castro are simply part of the longstanding and systematic
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smear campaign against the Cuban American National Foundation, designed to try and discredit
Cuba's democratic opposition in exile."
CANF attorneys announced in early August that they were negotiating with the Times and
would sue the newspaper if the two sides do not reach a satisfactory out-of-court settlement. In a
subsequent video-taped statement played on a cable network, Posada substantially changed his
denial. Instead of charging the Times reporters with errors, he said he lied to them to draw attention
away from his true financial backers. The New York Times managing editor Bill Keller defended the
articles without vouching for Posada's veracity. "What we can say with confidence is that he said
the things we quoted," said Keller. "We can say that some of what he said including the fact that he
had a longstanding relationship with Mr. Mas [Canosa] was corroborated by other interviews and
documents. And where we could not corroborate his claims, we said so."
Meanwhile, the US State Department denied it had any recent relationship with Posada. Spokesman
James P. Rubin said the US "has repeatedly and strongly condemned violent activities carried out
against Cuba," and he promised that the allegations would be investigated. Rep. Charles Rangel
(D-NY) said he would demand congressional investigations to see if, in its anti-Castro activities,
CANF had violated US neutrality laws and abused its tax-exempt status. In Havana, a memorial
was unveiled to the Italian youth who was the sole fatality in the bombings. The victim's family is
pressing Italian police and INTERPOL to arrest Posada for murder on the basis of his statements to
the Times.

CANF wins votes in Congress
Whether or not CANF has lost its central role in shaping exile opinion, recent votes in Congress
suggest it still has power to influence US policy. Congress recently voted down a proposal to halt
funding for TV Marti even though the Cuban government jams the signal. Most Cubans who see
it are those in the waiting room of the US Interests Section in Havana, where taped versions of the
programs are played on monitors.
While the Posada matter was exploding in July, friends of CANF in the US Congress led a vote that
defeated a bill to remove the ban on trade with Cuba in food and medicines. "The Cuban American
National Foundation contributed to our bipartisan coalition to ensure the sound defeat of an
amendment that would have weakened the Cuban embargo," said one of the bill's key opponents,
Sen. Connie Mack (R-FL). However, CANF has yet to show that it still has influence in the executive
branch.
In the midst of the Posada uproar, President Bill Clinton's administration ordered a crackdown
on exile attempts to illegally enter Cuban waters. The order expands a security zone, formerly
confined to south Florida, to encompass all but the northern panhandle of the state. Boat owners
now face fines and prison terms if they leave for Cuba from almost any Florida port without getting
a permit to do so. The crackdown is aimed principally at the exile group Democracy Movement,
and CANF officials say the order is evidence that the administration is in the process of reversing
the hard-line policy. [Sources: Associated Press, 07/13/98; The Washington Post, 07/16/98; Reuters,
07/18/98; Granma International (Cuba), 07/28/98; The Miami Herald, 07/08/98, 08/01/98; The New
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York Times, 03/12/98, 07/11/98, 07/12/98, 07/28/98, 08/03/98, 08/04/98; El Nuevo Herald (Miami),
07/14/98, 07/16/98, 08/01/98, 08/06/98]
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